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THE WHITE HOUSE 
COMMUNICATIONS CENTER 

7 SEPTEMBER 1959 

INCOMIMG MESSAGE 
ERCM: ACTING SECRETARY OF STATE 

TO : THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, PRESTWICK SCOTLAND 






FOLLOWING RECD PROM STATE DEPT QUOTE 
DEVELOPMENTS RE LAOS. 

FOLLOWING IS A SUMMARY OF DEVELOPMENTS IN THE LAOS SITUATION SINCE REFTEL 
DTG 0505Q1Z. 

A. SITUATION IN LAOS. 

THERE HAS BEEN NO SIGNIFICANT CHANGE IN THE SITUATION WITHIN LAOS OVER 
PAST TWO DAYS. PATHET LAO REBEL FORCES IN NORTHEAST SAP' NEUA PROVINCE 
HAVE CONCENTRATED AND APE ADVANCING TOWARD SAM NEUA TOWN IK THREE COLUMNS, 
NEAREST OF WHICH IS ABOUT 15 AIRLINE MILES DISTANT. ALTHOUGH THERE HAS 
BEEN SOME CONTACT BETWEEN ROYAL LAO ARMED FORCES AND ENEMY, NO MAJOR 
ENGAGEMENTS HAVE AS YET TAKEN PLACE. 

ROYAL LAO GOVERNMENT REMAINS DETERMINED TO DEFEND COUNTRY AND MORALE IN 
SAM NEUA TOWN APPEARS SATISFACTORY DESPITE SHORTAGES OF FOOD AND CLOTHING 
CAUSED BY INFLUX OF REFUGEES FROM NORTH. LAO GOVERNMENT HAS FORMULATED 
PLANS TO STRENGTHEN CIVIL AUTHORITY THROUGHOUT COUNTRY AS MOVE TO REASSURE 
POPULATION AND ORGANIZE MORE EFFECTIVE COUNTERACTION TO PATHET LAO MILITARY 
AND PSYCHOLOGICAL OFFENSIVE. 

THERE STILL IS NO IRREFUTABLE PHYSICAL EVIDENCE OF DIRECT FOREIGN (IJE. 
NORTH VIETNAMESE) INTERVENTION AVAILABLE TO US; HOWEVER, ADDITIONAL DETAILS 
ON PATHET LAO MILITARY OPERATIONS STRENGTHEN PRESUMPTION OF NORTH 
VIETNAMESE DIRECTION, SUPPORT AND PROBABLE PARTICIPATION. 
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B. US MILITARY PREPARATIONS 

PURSUANT TO YOUR AUTHORIZATION AND PURSUANT TO AN EXISTING PACIFIC COMMAND 
CONTINGENCY PLAN TO ENSURE FRIENDLY CONTROL OF LAOS IN THE FACE OF A 
CCMMUNIST INSURGENCY, THE FOLLOWING MILITARY ACTIONS HAVE BEEN TAKEN. 

1. HEADQUARTERS OF A JOINT TASK FORCE UNDER MARINE COMMAND HAS BEEN 
ACTIVATED AT IVJAKUNI, JAPAN. THE PLANNED JOINT TASK FCRCE COMPRISES 


RELATED EQUIPMENT AND IS PROCEEDING TO OKINAWA TO BE HELD THERE ALSO PENDING 
FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS. 

2. ELEMENTS OF THE 7TH FLEET ARE PREPARED TO PROVIDE SUPPORT TO THE 
OPERATION AS NECESSARY: (a) ONE CARRIER TASK GROUP (LEXINGTON) IS NOW 
OPERATING IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA; (C) A THIRD CARRIER TASK GROUP 
(SHANGRI LA) IS CFF TAIWAN; (C) A THIRD CARREER TASK GROUP (HANCOCK) 

WILL ARRIVE IN THE PHILIPPINE AREA EARLY NEXT WEEK. 

3. ANY QUERIES ABOUT THE MOVEMENTS WILL BE ANSWERED WITH THE STATEMENT 
THAT THE FCRCES ARE TO TAKE PART IN A ROUTINE TRAINING EXERCISE IN THE 
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OKINAWA AREA. 

C. DEPARTMENT’S PRESS STATEMENT 

DEPARTMENT ISSUED PRESS STATEMENT ON LAOS SEPTEMBER 5 (COPY.' OF WHICH 
ALREADY FORWARDED YOU) WITH INTENT OF CLEARLY DEMONSTRATING SERIOUS 
VIEW US TAKES OF SITUATION IN LAOS AND US DETERMINATION TO SUPPORT 
LAO GOVERNMENT. OCCASION TAKEN TO FEVIEW AND EMPHASIZE STRONG 
CIRCUMSTANTIAL EVIDENCE OF OUTSIDE COMMUNIST DIRECTION AND SUPPORT OF 
PATHET LAO ACTIONS. STATEMENT RECEIVED HEAVY PLAY IN SUNDAY NEWSPAPERS. 

D. SITUATION AT UNITED NATIONS 

THE UN SECRETARY GENERAL HAS CALLED MEETING OF SECURITY COUNCIL ON 
LAOS FCR 3 PM MONDAY. OUR CONSULTATIONS WITH OTHER FRIENDLY SECURITY 
COUNCIL MEMBERS AND THE SECRETARY GENERAL INDICATE PRELIMINARY FAVORABLE 
RESPONSE TO OUR PROPOSAL THAT SECURITY COUNCIL SEND A THREE _N ATI ON , FACT- 
FINDING MISSION TO LAOS UNDER A PROCEDURE WHICH WOULD NOT BE SUBJECT TO 
SOVIET VETO. CONSULTATIONS ARE CONTINUING. 

E. SEATO DEVELOPMENTS. 

MEETING OF SEATO COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES AT BANGKOK SEPTEMBER 2 REVEALED 
THAT MOST MEMBERS HAD NOT TAKEN SERIOUS VIEW DEVELOPMENTS IN LAOS. HOWEVER 
AT THAT TIME SEATO GOVERNMENTS HAD NOT HAD TIME TO APPRAISE AUGUST 30 ATTACKS 
WHICH OPENED PRESENT PHASE LAOS CRISIS . - : I ^ * I - T ~ • *• • • • • • 


::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: us representative agreed all availaeie 

UN. RESOURCES SHOULD BE UTILIZED AID THAT RECOUP SE TO SEATO MILITARY 
INTERVENTION SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS LAST FES CRT, BUT EMPHASIZED SEATO MUST 


BECOME ALERT NOW TO POSSIBILITY IT MAY BE PUT TO CRUCIAL TEST. I 
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^ next meeting 

OF SEATO COUNCIL AT BANGKOK PLANNED FCR SEPTEMBER 15 CR EARLIER. MEANWHILE, 
WE HAVE suc cee ded in PURSUADING LAO GOVERNMENT to delay its appeal to 
SEATO FCR ASSISTANCE. WE HOPE TO STIMULATE SEATO TOWARD MAKING PREPARATIONS 
(l) TO ASCERTAIN FACTS OF SITUATION IN LAOS AND ( 2 ) TO ACT RAPIDLY ON 


POSSIBLE SUBSEQUENT APPEAL FROM LAOS FCR MILITARY SUPPCRT. 


F. CONSULTATIONS WITH BRITISH AND FRENCH. 

UNDER SECRETARY MURPHY HELD TRILATERAL CONSULTATION ON LAOS WITH BRITISH 

AND FRENCH SEPT 5 AS PLANNED. THEY WERE INFORMED THAT CINCPAC IS TAKING 

CERTAIN STEPS TO PREPARE' US FORCES AND READY OPERATIONAL PLANS BUT THAT NO 

ACTIONS WOULD BE TAKEN BEFORE ESSENTIAL POLITICAL DECISIONS HAD BEEN MADE. 
THEY 

/WERE ALSO ADVISED THAT LAO GOVERNMENT HAS DEFERRED ITS PLANNED APPEAL TO 

SEATO. * - * * 1111111111111112111111 
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murphy assured 

FRENCH THAT FOR TIME BEING SEATO CONSIDERATION OF SITUATION WOULD BE LIMITED 
TO SUBJECT QF SENDING SEATO FACT-FINDERS, NOT TROOPS, TO LAOS, AND EXPRESSED 


OPINION SEATO CONSIDERATION OF MATTER WOULD NOT MUDDY WATERS IF UNDERWAY AT 


SAME TIME UN STUDYING MATTER. MURPHY ALSO EXPRESSED OUR CONCERN THAT 
COMPLETE NON-ACTION BY SEATO ON A MATTER OF INTIMATE CONCERN TO IT COULD 
VITIATE ORGANIZATION. 

G_ CC 8 GENTS 

IN GENERAL I BELIEVE WE ARE SGEWKAT AHEAD OF OUR MAJOR ALLIES IN THIS 








